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FIG. 7. Immunolocalization of poliovirus protein 3A in transfected and in-
fected COS-1 cells. (A and B) Immunolabeling of cells transfected with plasmid
that encodes 3A protein. Cells with dilated membranes were found to stain with
anti-3A antibody; 15-nm gold particles were observed along the membranes
limiting the cisternae (arrows). M, mitochondria. (C) Poliovirus-infected COS-1
cells immunolabeled with anti-3A antibody and 15-nm gold particles (arrows).
The light labeling was specific for the double-membraned vesicles characteristic
of poliovirus-infected cells (57). Bars = 0.5 pm.

a diminished ability to inhibit protein secretion. On the other
hand, removal of the C-terminal seven amino acids of 3A,
while reducing its level of accumulation, did not destroy its
ability to inhibit protein secretion.

Morphology of cells that express poliovirus protein 3A. Ex-
pression of 3A drastically alters the intracellular localization of
AIPI, a normally secreted protein found predominantly in the
Golgi apparatus in the absence of 3A expression (19). When
3A protein was expressed, A1PI was found to colocalize with
the ER marker protein PDI (19) and with 3A protein itself
(Fig. 5). It therefore appears that transport of proteins out of
the ER is inhibited by 3A protein by virtue of its direct asso-
ciation with ER membranes. This idea was further supported
by EM analysis of cells that expressed 3A, in which a distinctive
accumulation of dilated tubular and whorled membranes was
observed (Fig. 6). That these structures are derived from the
ER can be argued from our previous studies demonstrating
that the membranes altered in the presence of 3A contained
ER but not Golgi markers (19), that the normally secreted
protein A1PI colocalized with ER (Fig. 5 and reference 19) but
not Golgi (19) markers, and that the dilated membranes ob-
served upon 3A expression were directly contiguous with the
nuclear membrane (Fig. 6C). The presence of 3A protein on
these altered ER membranes was shown directly by immuno-
labeling of EM sections (Fig. 7A, B).
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Inhibition of ER-to-Golgi transport by 3A could result from
a specific interaction between 3A and a host protein required
for secretory transport. Alternatively, accumulation of overex-
pressed 3A on ER membranes could nonspecifically disrupt
the ability of vesicles to bud from these membranes. Foreign
proteins can be expressed to very high levels in COS-1 cells
because these cells support the amplification of plasmids that
contain the SV40 origin of replication (26). Two lines of evi-
dence argue that concentrations of 3A lower than those ex-
pressed in the COS-1 cell system reported here are sufficient to
inhibit ER-to-Golgi traffic. Inhibition of A1PI secretion was
observed following transfection of the 3A-encoding plasmid
into HeLa cells (data not shown), which do not express SV40
T antigen. In addition, secretion inhibition was observed in
COS-1 cells that expressed the truncated protein 3A1-80, a 3A
variant that was expressed at greatly reduced levels compared
to wild-type 3A (Fig. 4).

The observation of swollen ER structures is consistent with
the hypothesis that 3A blocks transport out of the ER. Accu-
mulation and swelling of ER membranes might be expected to
occur as a result of the synthesis and insertion of new proteins
into the ER, the synthesis of new lipids, which occurs in the ER
(10), and the retrograde transport of proteins and lipids from
the Golgi to the ER. Consistent with this observation, dilated
ER membranes have been seen under several conditions of
impaired secretory function (22, 43, 53, 66), although not to the
extent seen in 3A-expressing cells (Fig. 6). Thus, the observed
dilation of the ER-derived membranes could reflect the mech-
anism by which 3A blocks ER-to-Golgi traffic or simply be a
consequence of that block. In either case, since accumulation
of transport vesicles was not observed in 3A-expressing cells, it
is likely that 3A inhibits ER-to-Golgi traffic by blocking the
formation or budding of the COP II-coated vesicles known to
mediate anterograde transport from the ER (reviewed in ref-
erences 2 and 56). This could be accomplished either by inter-
fering with the formation or budding processes themselves or
by altering or aggregating the proteins to be secreted such that
they do not serve as adequate cargo (4).

A likely purpose of the inhibition of secretory function for a
nonenveloped virus such as poliovirus is to block two defenses
of organisms to viral infection that require a functional secre-
tory apparatus, namely, interferon secretion and antigen pre-
sentation in the context of major histocompatibility complex
class I molecules. Alternatively, the alteration of ER mem-
branes by viral protein 3A may serve a function in the assembly
of the membrane-associated viral RNA replication complexes.
Given the multifunctional nature of many viral proteins, sev-
eral of these roles for 3A protein may be utilized during the
infectious cycle of poliovirus.
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