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Epstein-Barr virus (EBV) is a herpesvirus which is closely
associated with some human malignancies, such as Burkitt's
lymphoma and nasopharyngeal carcinoma (NPC). In addition, it is associated with some human infectious diseases.
One of the critical enzymes responsible for EBV DNA
replication in productively infected cells is EBV-specified
DNA polymerase (DP). With a partially purified preparation
of this enzyme, it was found that DP activity could be
stimulated by salts, such as potassium chloride and ammonium sulfate, and inhibited by phosphonoformate (1, 2, 5, 11,
17). Furthermore, the substrate specificity of EBV DP is
different from those of human cellular DPs. In the course of
EBV DP purification from phorbol-12-myristate-13-acetatetreated P3HR-1 cells, an EBV DP-specific stimulatory protein with a molecular mass of 45,000 daltons was found, and
an antibody against this stimulatory protein could be demonstrated in serum from patients with NPC. The stimulatory
protein did not alter the Km value of the substrate but did
increase the Vmax value of highly purified EBV DP (1). It was
reported that the major protein component in EBV DP from
n-butyrate-treated P3HR-1 cells is a polypeptide having a
molecular weight of 110,000 (7). This is quite different from
the DP induced by herpes simplex virus, which is composed
of two polypeptides with different molecular weights (14).
Several viral proteins are synthesized during the early
period of EBV replication. Based on resistance to methanol
and cellular localization by immunofluorescence assay, two
early antigens, diffused (EA-D) and restricted, were classified (6). Monoclonal antibodies (R3) against EA-D were
prepared and found to recognize two virus-induced polypeptides with molecular weights of 50,000 and 52,000 (12). The
gene responsible for the synthesis of these two polypeptides
was found to be in the BamHI M fragment of the EBV
genome (18). The function of EA-D polypeptides is presently
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unclear. In this study, we suggested that EBV DP has EA-D
polypeptides as its components.
EBV DP is induced by chemical agents not only in virus
producer P3HR-1 cells, but also in latently infected cells
such as Raji cells (2, 7, 8, 10, 11, 17). The general properties
of EBV DP induced in these cell lines by different conditions
are similar. High titers of antibody against EA-D were found
in NPC serum (6, 12), and recently, antibodies which could
neutralize the activity of a relatively crude preparation of
EBV DP were also found (17). The neutralizing activity
could be the result of antibody interaction with either EBV
DP-specific stimulatory protein or other components of EBV
DP. To induce enough activity to further characterize EBV
DP, we chose Raji cells treated with phorbol-12,13-dibutyrate and n-butyrate as the source of the enzyme. Sequential
chromatography on phosphocellulose, DEAE-cellulose,
double-stranded DNA-cellulose, and blue Sepharose columns with salt-gradient elution was employed for purification.
All the buffers used in chromatography procedures contained 20% glycerol, 5 mM dithiothreitol, 5 mM EDTA, 1
mM phenylmethylsulfonyl fluoride, and 0.5 ,ug/ml each of
pepstatin and leupeptin; salt concentrations and pH values
are indicated where appropriate. The linear gradients used
for column elution contained 0 to 0.6 M KCI in 50 mM KPO4
buffer, pH 8.0, except for that used for DEAE-cellulose
chromatography, which contained 50 mM to 0.4 M KPO4,
pH 7.5. Raji cells were cultivated in RPMI 1640 medium
supplemented with 10% fetal calf serum and 100 ,ug of
kanamycin per ml. The chemical inducers were added at
final concentrations of 50 nM for phorbol-12,13-dibutyrate
and 4 mM for n-butyrate. The cells were harvested at 48 h
postinduction, washed twice with cold phosphate-buffered
saline, and suspended in extraction buffer containing 0.3 M
KCI, 40 mM Tris hydrochloride (pH 7.5), 2 mM MgCl2, 5
mM 3-mercaptoethanol, 1 mM phenylmethylsulfonyl fluoride, and 20% glycerol. The cells were then freeze-thawed
three times, and the extract was centrifuged at 12,000 x g for
15 min. The supernatant was passed over a DEAE-cellulose
column that had been preequilibrated with 0.4 M KPO4
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The role of Epstein-Barr virus (EBV) early antigen diffuse component (EA-D) and its relationship with EBV
DNA polymerase in EBV genome-carrying cells are unclear. EBV-specified DNA polymerase was purified in a
sequential manner from Raji cells treated with phorbol-12,13-dibutyrate and n-butyrate by phosphocellulose,
DEAE-cellulose, double-stranded DNA-cellulose, and blue Sepharose column chromatography. Four polypeptides with molecular masses of 110,000, 100,000, 55,000, and 49,000 daltons were found to be associated with
EBV-specified DNA polymerase activity. A monoclonal antibody which could neutralize the EBV DNA
polymerase activity was prepared and found to recognize 55,000- and 49,000-dalton polypeptides. An EA-D
monoclonal antibody, R3 (G. R. Pearson, V. Vorman, B. Chase, T. Sculley, M. Hummel, and E. Kieff, J.
Virol. 47:183-201, 1983), was also able to recognize these same two polypeptides associated with EBV DNA
polymerase activity. It was concluded that EBV EA-D polypeptides, as identified by R3 monoclonal antibody,
are critical components of EBV DNA polymerase.
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TABLE 1. Purification of EBV DP
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FIG. 1. Purification profiles of EBV DP on phosphocellulose
column (A), DEAE-cellulose column (B), and double-stranded
DNA-cellulose column (C). Immunodot results are shown in the
insets; the numbers represent fractions.

buffer, pH 7.5, to remove nucleic acids. The EBV DP was
then purified in four chromatography steps (Fig. 1 and 2A),
and EBV DP and DNase activities were monitored. The
assay mixture for EBV DP was composed of 50 mM Tris
hydrochloride (pH 8.0), 4 mM MgCl,, 0.6 mM dithiothreitol,
0.2 mg of bovine serum albumin per ml, 100 F.M each of

w

I

cn

30 34

^ ,--O.6M KCL

150

!

°- b

50.

z

.

°

0

A

t

38

"It
30

50 fraction

abc

C

200K1

16
93
66

-

-

I.

45-

FIG. 2. (A) Purification profile of EBV DP on blue Sepharose
column. Immunodot result is shown in the inset; the numbers
represent fractions. (B) Silver stain using fractions 31 to 36 after blue
Sepharose column. Molecular weight of proteins (in thousands [K])
is indicated. (C) Western blot immunostain. Primary antibodies used
were pooled NPC sera (lane a), monoclonal antibody R3 (lane b),
and MCAb 49-6 (lane c).

(NH4)2SO4 in a total volume of 100 ,ul. One unit of EBV DP

activity is the same as that defined previously (1). The EBV
DNase assay was essentially the same as that reported
previously (16).
EBV DP was virtually separated from EBV DNase activity by the first chromatographic step (phosphocellulose). The
majority of the EBV DP activity was lost after the DEAEcellulose column step. This could be explained by the
dissociation of EBV DP-specific stimulatory protein from
EBV DP at this stage of the purification. When the stimulatory protein was added back to the DP activity peak from
DEAE-cellulose, DP activity increased more than sevenfold
(data not shown). EBV DP was purified more than 200-fold
by the four chromatographic steps (Table 1). If the sevenfold
stimulation of EBV DP by the stimulatory protein is taken
into account, then the EBV DP was purified more than
1,000-fold by this entire purification protocol.
To check the purity of the EBV DP, fractions 31 to 36 from

the final step in the purification were electrophoresed on a
sodium dodecyl sulfate-7.5% polyacrylamide gel. Silver
staining showed that four polypeptides having molecular
weights of 110,000, 100,000, 55,000, and 49,000 were associated with the DP activity peak (Fig. 2B). The nature of
68,000-, 64,000-, and 24,000-dalton polypeptides is unclear at
present and is under further investigation. Pooled sera from
patients with NPC recognized all four polypeptides (Fig. 2C,
lane a). A monoclonal antibody, designated MCAb 49-6,
which could neutralize EBV DP activity, was prepared in
this laboratory with a partially purified enzyme preparation
as an antigen. This antibody could recognize two polypeptides with molecular masses of 55,000 and 49,000 daltons in
peak DP fractions from the blue Sepharose column (Fig. 2C,
lane c). Since these two polypeptides have a molecular mass
similar to that reported previously for EA-D (9, 13), this
observation raised the possibility that the two polypeptides
detected by MCAb 49-6 were EA-D. A monoclonal antibody
(R3) against EA-D was examined for its ability to recognize
those two polypeptides in our preparation. This antibody
recognized the same two polypeptides that MCAb 49-6 did
(Fig. 2C, lane b). To examine whether EBV DP was always
associated with EA-D, dot blots of fractions throughout the
purification were immunostained with monoclonal antibody
R3 (Fig. 1 and 2A). The results showed that EBV DP could
not be separated from EA-D on phosphocellulose, doublestranded DNA-cellulose, and blue Sepharose columns, and
the intensity of staining correlated with the peaks of EBV DP
activity. At the DEAE-cellulose step, a component(s) of
EA-D may be partially separated; however, this was not
investigated further. The same pattern was obtained with
MCAb 49-6 (data not shown).
The MCAb 49-6 was further purified on a protein A-Sepharose column (4) and was determined to be of the immunoglobulin G 2a subtype, based on the elution condition from
the column. Its ability and specificity to neutralize EBV DP
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in EBV DNA replication. The observations made by others
(3, 11, 15) also substantiate this notion.
We thank G. Pearson for the gifts of monoclonal antibody (R3)
against EA-D and monoclonal antibody against early antigen restricted component.
This work was supported by Public Health Service grant
CA-44358 from the National Institutes of Health.
LITERATURE CITED
1. Chiou, J. F., J. K. K. Li, and Y.-C. Cheng. 1985. Demonstration
of a stimulatory protein for virus-specified DNA polymerase in
phorbol-ester-treated Epstein-Barr virus-carrying cells. Proc.

IC-

w

B

N

z
W

50s

i 3

5

(pi)

MCAb
FIG. 3. (A) Neutralization with MCAb 49-6 on EBV DP (A),
herpes simplex virus type 2 DP (0), and human DP a (O). (B)
Neutralization with MCAb 49-6 (A), R3 (0), and monoclonal
antibody against EBV early antigen restricted component (O) on
EBV DP purified on blue Sepharose column. The enzyme activity
was

0.3 to 0.5 U for each

assay.

activity were examined. EBV, herpes simplex virus type 2,
and human ot DPs were incubated with MCAb 49-6 at room
temperature for 20 min, and then their respective reaction
mixtures were added to initiate the enzyme reaction at 37°C
for 20 min. The results are depicted in Fig. 3. MCAb 49-6
strongly neutralized EBV DP activity but had no effect on
herpes simplex virus type 2 and human DPs (Fig. 3A). The
monoclonal antibody (R3) against EA-D also neutralized
EBV DP activity. The monoclonal antibody against another
early antigen, early antigen restricted component, did not
affect the enzyme activity (Fig. 3B). EBV DP derived from
P3HR-1 cells, an EBV producer, was also neutralized by the
R3 and MCAb 49-6 monoclonal antibodies (data not shown).
In this study, EBV-specified DP was purified from Raji
cells induced with phorbol-12,13-dibutyrate and n-butyrate,
and four polypeptides having molecular masses of 110,000,
100,000, 55,000, and 49,000 daltons coincided with EBV DP
activity and were recognized by NPC serum. Thus, the
neutralizing activity of NPC serum could be the result of the
interaction with these polypeptides, in addition to EBV
DP-specific stimulatory protein. The polypeptide of 110,000
daltons appears to be a component of EBV DP, which is in
agreement with results of other investigators (7). However,
the 110,000-dalton polypeptide is insufficient for EBV DP
activity, according to the results presented here. The polypeptides with molecular masses of 55,000 and 49,000 daltons
are essential to EBV DP activity and appear to be components of EA-D (9). It is suggested that EA-D is a critical
component of EBV DP activity and may therefore function

Biol. Chem. 253:8617-8626.
6. Henle, G., W. Henle, and G. Klein. 1971. Demonstration of two
distinct components in the early antigen complex of EpsteinBarr virus-infected cells. Int. J. Cancer 8:272-278.
7. Kallin, B., L. Sternas, A. K. Saemundssen, J. Luka, H. Jornvall,
B. Eriksson, P.-Z. Tao, M. T. Nilsson, and G. Klein. 1985.
Purification of Epstein-Barr virus DNA polymerase from
P3HR-1 cells. J. Virol. 54:561-568.
8. Kawanishi, M., and Y. Ito. 1985. Alkaline deoxyribonuclease
induced with diterpene ester TPA and n-butyrate in EpsteinBarr virus genome-carrying Raji cells. Intervirology 23:55-60.
9. Lin, J.-C., E. I. Choi, and J. S. Pagano. 1985. Qualitative and
quantitative analyses of Epstein-Barr virus early antigen diffuse
component by Western blotting enzyme-linked immunosorbent
assay with a monoclonal antibody. J. Virol. 53:793-799.
10. Ooka, T., A. Calender, M. de Turenne, and J. Daillie. 1983.
Effect of arabinofuranosylthymine on the replication of EpsteinBarr virus and relationship with a new induced thymidine kinase
activity. J. Virol. 46:187-195.
11. Ooka, T., G. M. Lenoir, G. Decaussin, G. W. Bornkamm, and J.
Daillie. 1986. Epstein-Barr virus-specific DNA polymerase in
virus-nonproducer Raji cells. J. Virol. 58:671-675.
12. Pearson, G. R. 1980. Epstein-Barr virus: immunology, p.
739-767. In G. Klein (ed.), Viral oncology. Raven Press, New

York.
13. Pearson, G. R., B. Vroman, B. Chase, T. Sculley, M. Hummel,
and E. Kieff. 1983. Identification of polypeptide components of
the Epstein-Barr virus early antigen complex with monoclonal
antibodies. J. Virol. 47:183-201.
14. Powell, K. L., and D. J. M. Purifoy. 1977. Nonstructural protein
of herpes simplex virus. I. Purification of the induced DNA
polymerase. J. Virol. 24:618-626.
15. Roubal, J., B. Kallin, J. Luka, and G. Klein. 1981. Early

DNA-binding polypeptides of Epstein-Barr virus. Virology
113:285-292.
16. Tan, R.-S., A. K. Datta, and Y.-C. Cheng. 1982. Identification
and characterization of a DNase induced by Epstein-Barr virus.
J. Virol. 44:893-899.
17. Tan, R.-S., J. S. Li, S. P. Grill, L. M. Nutter, and Y.-C. Cheng.
1986. Demonstration of Epstein-Barr virus-specific DNA polymerase in chemically induced Raji cells in its antibody in serum
from patients with nasopharyngeal carcinoma. Cancer Res.
46:5024-5028.
18. Wong, K.-M., and A. J. Levine. 1986. Identification and mapping of Epstein-Barr virus early antigens and demonstration of a
viral gene activator that functions in trans. J. Virol. 60:149156.

Downloaded from http://jvi.asm.org/ on March 3, 2021 by guest

loo.

Natl. Acad. Sci. USA 82:5728-5731.
2. Datta, A. K., K. J. Feighny, and J. S. Pagano. 1980. Induction of
Epstein-Barr virus-associated DNA polymerase by 12-0tetradecanoylphorbol-13-acetate. J. Biol. Chem. 255:5120-5125.
3. Epstein, A. L. 1984. Immunobiochemical characterization with
monoclonal antibodies of Epstein-Barr virus-associated early
antigens in chemically induced cells. J. Virol. 50:372-379.
4. Ey, P. L., S. J. Prowse, and C. R. Jenkin. 1978. Isolation of Pur
IgG, IgG2a and IgG2b immunoglobulins from mouse protein
A-Sepharose. lmmunochemistry 15:429-439.
5. Goodman, S. R., C. Prezyna, and W. C. Benz. 1978. Two
Epstein-Barr virus-associated DNA polymerase activities. J.

